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> CONNECT 
 

WESTERN CUYAHOGA 
AUDUBON SOCIETY 
4310 Bush Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44109 
> (216) 741-2352 
> info@wcaudubon.org 
> wcaudubon.org 

FIND US ONLINE 
> facebook.com/wcaudubon 
> twitter.com/wcaudubon 
> youtube.com/wcaudubon 
> flickr.com/wcaudubon 
 
 
 

 

The Politics of Nature  
Nancy Howell, Board Member, Western Cuyahoga Audubon 
 
“One of the first things that nature provides is beauty, artistic inspiration, a sense of 
spirituality, and awe.” 
 
Perhaps the word “politics” is a turn off at this point, but before this is glossed over, take a 
look at the way we view nature and nature will be seen in a different light. Consider how 
we, as citizens of this planet, can make a difference if we think about what nature provides. 
Nature is neither Republican nor Democrat … one might say it is independent. Nature 
does not vote, but we can vote for nature. Nature does not need us, but we NEED nature. 

 

One of the first things that nature provides is beauty, artistic inspiration, a sense of 
spirituality, and awe. Take for example, the vastness of an ocean, a majestic mountain 
range, forests that seem to go on forever, a glorious sunrise or stunning wildlife. How many
times has a full moon, a sunset, water lapping at a shoreline or a bird mastering the air 
stopped you in your tracks? Yet there are people who do not understand the natural world. 
They may take nature for granted so how might they “vote” for nature? Let’s see what else 
nature provides. 

 

Water is one of the defining parts of the Earth. The water on the planet is all the water we 
will ever have and it has been reused over and over again. Freshwater, saltwater, polar ice 
caps and groundwater sustain life. Aquatic photosynthetic organisms are one of the major 
producers of oxygen for life as we know it. Water shapes our landscape with tidal zones, 
weathering, and cutting through rocks for millennia or moving and depositing tons of soil 
in one event. Water helps to form our weather patterns. Aquatic ecosystems hold frontiers 
that have not been explored thoroughly with species that await discovery. How many of 
these species may be useful to us? Or are just plain amazing? Water, we all need it. 

 

Soil, dirt if you must, may not rank high in our consideration of nature, but we would not 
have food, much of our clothing or building materials if we did not have soil. We would 
not have the diversity of organisms on land or in the oceans. Soil nutrients are continually 
Continued...   
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Photo: Chip Passage Way by Alice Merkel. Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve, Cleveland, Ohio. 

 

(The Politics of Nature, continued from Pg. 2) 

recycled, taken up by plants, animals, decomposed and reused. Caring for soil is caring for the health and sustainability of our 
food supply and the habitats that sustain wildlife. All plants, from the tropics to the polar regions, help to hold precious soil 
in place. Microscopic plants to the tallest of redwoods, all are consumed or used by of wildlife in one way or another. Some 
animals have such a close relationship with plants that if the plant species disappears, the animal disappears as well. Soil and 
plants, we need them. 

 

It cannot be seen, but it is all around us; air. A warm, gentle breeze, a  biting, winter gale or the salty humidity of an ocean, air 
moves around and through us. Wind moves small organisms; spiders, seeds and spores much like water currents moving 
organisms. As seasons progress the temperature of the air creates changes for organisms … humans too. Air, in the form of 
wind creates waves, prunes trees, picks up soil, disperses pollen and helps erode rock. Air - it is needed. 

 

Wildlife is one additional, but certainly not the last part of nature. Small or large, beautiful or perhaps not to one’s liking, 
wildlife comes in so many forms. Be it a herbivore, predator or scavenger, all has a niche to fill in the natural world. Spider 
silk, strand for strand is stronger than many man-made fibers. Frogs and toads undergo metamorphosis and develop from an 
aquatic larval form to a terrestrial adult. It is more than developing legs, the entire skeletal structure, the respiratory system, 
the digestive system and more that all need to change. In the Yellowstone ecosystem, the introduction of wolves has 
improved rivers and streams, who knew? Amazing. 

 

Many tropical plants have fruits and seeds dispersed by bats, birds and fish. A forest would not continue without them. 
Whether furred, feathered, four-legged or finned, wildlife has a place and needs places on this planet. We share this planet 
with wildlife. 

 

With so many parts of nature “on the ballot”, do we vote for one, for all? The truth is everything in nature is connected so it 
is impossible to separate one from another. We, as humans are the ones that can assist nature by educating ourselves, 
educating others, sharing information and work toward understanding the connections that make this planet Earth a 
wondrous place. 

 

In the upcoming election season I hope you'll join me in voting for local conservation efforts and by becoming a valued 
Member of the Western Cuyahoga Audubon Society. ~ Nancy Howell 

Read Online 
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FIELD TRIPS >>>  
 

 
Photo: Happy Birders © Penny O’Connor 

 
Photo: Ah! No Snow © Penny O’Connor 

 
Photo: Green Frog © Penny O’Connor 

 

WC Audubon Sponsors Second Saturday Bird Walk at RRNC  
UPCOMING DATES: May 14 / June 11 / July 9 

Second Saturday Bird Walks are sponsored by Western Cuyahoga Audubon Society. Ken Gober, Dave Graskemper and 
Bill Deininger will lead walks on the second Saturday of each month at 9 a.m. on the trails around the Cleveland 
Metroparks Rocky River Nature Center. This is a great opportunity to see the birds of the Rocky River Important Bird 
Area. New to birding? Grab some binoculars and join us. You will be amazed how fast you can learn to find birds by sight 
and sound. Meet in the parking lot of the Rocky River Nature Center, Rocky River Reservation, 24000 Valley Pkwy, North 
Olmsted, OH 44070. Read Online 
 

83rd Annual Series of Spring Bird Walks Continues 
UPCOMING DATES:  May 1 / May 8 / May 15 

 

Watch the spring migrants return or travel through to their 
summer breeding grounds during the 83rd Annual Series of 
Spring Bird Walks. Co-sponsored by Cleveland 
Metroparks, The Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland, 
The Cleveland Museum of Natural History, Western 
Cuyahoga Audubon Society, Geauga Park District, Lake 
Metroparks, Lake Erie Nature and Science Center and the 
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes. 
 
Walks are led by experienced Birders and will be held on 
Sundays, April 10 through May 15 at 7:30 a.m. at 
numerous locations. In the Rocky River Reservation, the 
location is the Rocky River Nature Center. Read Online 

Above: Visit the Western Cuyahoga Audubon website for 
a map and complete listing of the 83rd Annual Series of 
Weekly Spring Bird Walks April 10 - May 15, 2016 here. 
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Photo: Barred Owl at Willow Bend © Mary Anne Romito 
 
Wednesday, May 18, at 6 p.m. > 

Early Evening Bird Walk 
Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center 
Event: Early Evening Bird Walk 
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 6 p.m. 
Location: Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 
Wolf Rd, Bay Village, OH 44140, United States 
Leader: Tim Jasinski 
Target Species:  Barred Owl and Warblers 
 
Migrating warblers stop to rest and feed before 
crossing Lake Erie on the way to nesting grounds 
in Canada. Huntington Reservation, around Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center, is a great spot to 
view them. In addition, Barred Owls have nested 
in the area for many years running. Chances are 
good to see them. Wildlife rehabber Tim Jasinski 
leads our walk. Read Online 
 

> Welcome New Members!  

 
  Photo © Dave Lewis 

 
● Teresa Yurchisin 

 
● Rachel Yurchisin 

 

Saturday, June 11, at 9 a.m. > 

June Field Trip 
Second Saturday Bird Walk 
Event: Second Saturday Bird Walk 
Date: Saturday, June 11, 2016 at 9 a.m.  
Location: Rocky River Nature Center, Rocky River 
Reservation, 24000 Valley Pkwy, North Olmsted, OH 
44070  
Leaders: Ken Gober, Dave Graskemper and 
Bill Deininger 
 
For June, the Western Cuyahoga Audubon field trip 
will be the Second Saturday Walk at Rocky River 
Nature Center, on June 11, 9 a.m. Meet in the parking 
lot. June is a time to see nesting birds. Our walk will be 
led by three experienced and knowledgeable leaders. 
Note: See the article on page 2 for more information. 
Read Online  
 

Photo: Peak Birders © Penny O’Connor 
 
Saturday, July 16, at 8:30 a.m. > 

Field Trip to Margaret Peak Preserve 
with Black River Audubon 
Event: Field Trip 
Date: Saturday, July 16, 2016 at 8:30am 
Location: Margaret Peak Preserve, Butternut Ridge Rd, 
Grafton, OH 44044 
Leader: Patty McKelvey 
Target Species: Variety of bird species 
 
Margaret Peak Preserve is a township park in Eaton 
Township. Soybean fields, woods and two ponds yield 
a variety of bird species, including Dickcissels and 
nesting Horned Larks in summer. Western Cuyahoga 
Audubon joins Black River Audubon Society for this 
field trip. Peak is mostly a very open area. Prepare for 
sun and bring a water bottle. Read Online 
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Maps and Directions >>> 
 

 

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE 
CENTER 
28728 Wolf Road, Bay Village, Ohio 44140. Located on 
Wolf Road at the corner of Porter Creek Drive in the 
Cleveland Metroparks Huntington Reservation. From 
the West, via Interstate 90 East: 

● Exit 156, Crocker-Bassett Roads. 
● Turn left on Crocker Road, which becomes 

Bassett Rd at the railroad tracks. 
● Turn right on Wolf Road. Entrance will be .7 

miles on the north (left) side of the road. 
From the East, via Interstate 90 West: 

● Exit 159, Columbia Road north. 
● Turn right on Columbia Road. 
● Turn left on Wolf Road. Entrance will be 1.9 

miles on the right side of the road. 
From the South, Interstate 480 East OR West: 

● Exit 3, Stearns Road. 
● From 480 Eastbound, turn left/ From 480 

Westbound, turn right onto Stearns. 
● Stearns will become Crocker Rd. After passing 

over I-90 at the railroad tracks, Crocker will 
become Bassett Road. 

● Turn right on Wolf Road. Entrance will be .7 
miles on the left side of the road. 

 

MARGARET PEAK PRESERVE 
Directions from Cleveland area: 

● Take I-480 west to Rt 10, continue on Rt 10 
west to Exit 3 for Rt 83. 

● Turn left or south on Rt 83 exit, then right 
or west on Butternut Ridge Rd. 

● Margaret Peak Preserve is about a 1/2 mile 
west on Butternut Ridge on the left or south 
side of Butternut Ridge. 

● Note that there are no restrooms at Peak 
Preserve. The closest fast food restaurant is 
McDonald's at I-480/Rte 10 Exit 2 for Lorain 
Rd, 32528 Lorain Rd. North Ridgeville, Ohio 
44039 After exiting McDonald's go back onto 
480/Rte 10 Westbound, and proceed to Exit 3 
for Peak Preserve (see above). 
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PROGRAMS >>>
 

All Western Cuyahoga Audubon programs are free & open to the public. Our monthly programs are held the first Tuesday 
of each month, September through May, at the Rocky River Nature Center, Rocky River Reservation, 24000 Valley Pkwy, 
North Olmsted, OH 44070. Guests are welcome to programs and invited to learn about the Audubon mission. For a map 
and directions, go here. 

 

Tues May 3, 7:30 PM >  

DIY-Conservation Biology 

 
Photo: Casey Tucker, American Avian Conservation & Research 
Institute & Adjunct Instructor, Central Ohio Technical College. 

 
Event: Speaker Series 
Date: Tues, May 3, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.  
Location: Rocky River Nature Center, 24000 Valley 
Pkwy, North Olmsted, OH 44070 Map 
 
Citizen Science has been touted by researchers as a 
tool for science, conservation education and 
outreach, however only certain types of Citizen 
Science projects may be useful for these purposes. 
To increase the public’s knowledge of science and 
address local conservation issues it may be necessary 
to return to the roots of Citizen Science, research 
being done by hobbyists and non-professionals, 
asking questions and conducting experiments. Casey 
Tucker, director of the American Avian 
Conservation and Research Institute, shares his 
research about Citizen Science. Read Online 

Tues June 7, 6:00 PM > 

Annual Picnic and Plant Exchange 

 
Photo: Cardinal Flowers at Annual Picnic and Plant Exchange 2015 © Penny 
O'Connor. 

 
Event: Picnic and Plant Exchange 
Date: Tues, June 7, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 
Outdoor picnic area location: Lagoon Picnic Area, Valley 
Parkway (between Cedar Point and Spafford Roads), Brook 
Park, OH 44138 Map 
 
The final meeting of the 2015-2016 year is the Western 
Cuyahoga Audubon picnic and plant exchange. We will 
meet at TBA. Bring yourself, family, friends and your 
dinner. A charcoal grill will be lit if you would like to cook 
something.  This is a relaxing evening with fellow members, 
family and friends. Wait, wait there’s more! Bring your 
orphan indoor or outdoor plants, seeds, bulbs, transplants, 
cuttings and whatever plants you would like to find a home 
for. This plant exchange has been tremendously successful. 
If you don’t have any plants to bring, that’s fine … but we 
hope you can take some home.  Bring your binoculars too 
since we have a bird walk along the Rocky River. See you 
there, rain or shine. 
 
> July 2016 Summer Break! No Program! Go Birding! 
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Volunteer Section >>> 
 

WESTERN CUYAHOGA AUDUBON AT THE SCIENCE FAIR  
Encouraging the next generation to pursue interests in science, birds and conservation, Western Cuyahoga 
Audubon Society made six Special Awards at the 2016 Northeastern Ohio Science and Engineering Fair, held at 
Cleveland State University on March 15. First place Western Cuyahoga Audubon special awards went to Rahul 
Rambhatla from Solon High School, for a project evaluating weed pressures in no-till versus conventional-till 
organic fields, while Caleb Rykacewski from Mentor High studied the effectiveness of control measures on the 
spread of avian influenza. Rahul's project also won one of the top NEOSEF awards. He will travel expense-paid 
to compete in the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair in Phoenix AZ. His project stemmed from his 
research experience in Wooster, OH. Caleb was inspired to study avian influenza after working in wildlife 
rehabilitation at Penitentiary Glen. His project was also honored by the American Statistical Association - 
Cleveland Chapter and by the Cleveland Clinic Dept. of Quantitative Health Sciences. Among the projects 
winning honorable mention were studies of phosphate runoff, microbeads, acid rain, and finally the color 
preference and color perception of chickens. Western Cuyahoga Audubon made awards for outstanding projects 
relating to birds or conservation with emphasis on local watersheds. Judges Debra Jesionowski and Penny 
O'Connor selected these from among 600 projects submitted by students in grades 7-12 from schools -  and 
homeschoolers - in northeast Ohio. 
 
WC Audubon first place awards: 

● Rahul Rambhatla: "Evaluating the impact of soil management on weed pressure in organic and 
transitioning agricultural ecosystems" (Solon High School) 

● Caleb Rykaczewski: "Preventing the spread of avian influenza" (Mentor High School) 

 

WC Audubon honorable mentions: 
● Max Chmura: "Effect of electric fields in 

reducing phosphate runoff from soybean fields" 
(St. Vincent St. Mary High School) 

● Robert Kent: "Are microplastics invading the 
watersheds of Geauga County?" (St. Anselm 
Elementary School) 

● Vivien Marmerstein: "Effect of acid rain on plant 
growth" (Beachwood Middle School) 

● Nathan Tuttin: "Do chickens prefer the color 
red"  (St. Joan of Arc Elementary School) 

 
Read Online 

 
Photo: Students arrive at the Northeast Ohio Science and 
Engineering Fair 2016 © Penny O'Connor. 

 

Saturday June 4, 9:00 AM - Noon > 

Annual Rocky River Clean Up (A Cleveland Metroparks project) 
Rocky River Reservation, 24000 Valley Pkwy, North Olmsted, OH 44070 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the annual clean up of the Rocky River in Rocky River Reservation. If you are 
interested, please contact Lisa Fellows Bobbitt at lfb@clevelandmetroparks.com to be contacted with registration 
information. Details will be shared in May. Thanks for considering! 
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NEWS >>> 
 

Carbon Offset Project Total Update: $164.00 
Money generated through this project will go toward habitat preservation & restoration in the Rocky River IBA or other 
area within the range of Western Cuyahoga Audubon. Consider contributing to the Carbon Offset Project when you take 
a birding trip. The Western Cuyahoga Audubon website has more information and you can download a form to calculate 
the amount you wish to donate. Go to “Carbon Offset Project” here. 
 

Where Does Western Cuyahoga Audubon Stand on Wind Power? 
By Tom Romito, Western Cuyahoga Audubon, Board Member 

Everyone knows that Western Cuyahoga Audubon 
Society is about birds. Audubon is our namesake, 
right? That’s not all we’re about, though. 
 

We want to educate the public and provide 
information that supports and encourages 
well-informed decision-making in all areas related to 
saving Planet Earth. That covers a broad range of 
topics. 
 

For example, we support the need to restore the 
renewable energy standard in Ohio. We also conduct 
discussions on climate change in order to raise 
everyone’s level of consciousness about the need to 
protect our planet. And we promote sources of energy 
that are alternative to burning fossil fuel, such as solar 
and wind power. 
 

What’s our position on wind power? 
 

For just about every argument in favor of wind power, 
there’s a downside. Wind turbines don’t burn fossil 
fuels, but they present a danger to birds. Wind turbines 
create jobs, but only until they’re up and running. The 
impact that wind turbines on land have on birds is 
measurable, but maybe not over water. 
 
So we maintain that we will support the installation of 
wind turbines over water, such as Lake Erie, provided 
that we see evidence of how they will affect birds 
before they are installed. We haven’t seen results or 
projections of post-construction mortality studies yet. 
 
What do others say? 

Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation (LEEDCo) 
appears to be full-speed ahead with its to install wind 
turbines in Lake Erie in 2017 (More: http://goo.gl/aRAhY0).  
 
Conservation organizations like American Bird Conservancy 
(ABC) and Black Swamp Bird Observatory (BSBO) say, “Not 
so fast” (More: http://goo.gl/D6XTw6). 
 
We’re with ABC and BSBO.  
 
“Careful siting” is the phrase bird-friendly people use when the 
discussion comes around to wind turbines. 
 

That’s our story and we’re sticking to it! 

Read Online 

 

The Western Cuyahoga Audubon 
Chapter Newsletter is published four 
times per year in February, May, 
August and November.  
 
Western Cuyahoga Audubon 
meetings are open to all members. 
Consult the calendar for dates 
http://www.wcaudubon.org/calendar.
html 
 
Email: info@wcaudubon.org 
Ph: + 216-741-2352 
Web: www.wcaudubon.org  
Like us on Facebook!  
facebook.com/WCASOhio  

President 
Western Cuyahoga Audubon is  
currently Board run. 
 
President Emeritus 
Tom Romito 
Treasurer 
Nancy Howell 
Newsletter Editor 
Kurt Miske 
Webmaster 
Mary Anne Romito 
Field Trip Coordinator 
Penny O'Connor 
Directors-at-Large 
Kit Birch & Liz Clingman 
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