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The Rookery

“This 562-acre park features the Chagrin River, the old Interurban 
Railroad Junction, and one of Geauga County’s nesting colonies of Great 
Blue Heron. Two trails total 1.4 miles. Children can have fun in a play area 
here.” – Geauga Park District, The Rookery

“Located in an old glacial lakebed, much of this land is considered 
wetland. Open marshes and swamp forests – enhanced by the work of 
beavers – are found, as are several abandoned oxbows of the original 
channel of the Chagrin River.

The property surrounding the Silo Picnic Area is brush land. A beech-
maple forest and several red-maple stands provide habitat for a variety of 
animals, including songbirds such as Wood Thrush and Veery. A large 
forested preserve protects cold water habitat for a threatened species of 
native brook trout, introduced by the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resource’s Division of Wildlife.

Great Blue Herons rest in treetop colonies of a few to several hundred 
nests. The isolated colony at The Rookery has been in existence for more 
than 60 years and has had more than 150 active nests. Since herons are 
apt to abandon eggs or young if disturbed, the heron rookery itself is 
accessible only during naturalist-led programs.” – Geauga Park District, 
The Rookery, Habitat TilePhoto: Marsh at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

https://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/park/the-rookery/
https://www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/park/the-rookery/


Target Species (cont.)

Photo: Eastern Phoebe at The Rookery by Shaun Missig

Eastern Phoebe

“One of our most familiar eastern flycatchers, 
the Eastern Phoebe’s raspy “phoebe” call is a 
frequent sound around yards and farms in 
spring and summer. These brown-and-white 
songbirds sit upright and wag their tails from 
prominent, low perches. They typically place 
their mud-and-grass nests in protected nooks 
on bridges, barns, and houses, which adds to 
the species’ familiarity to humans. Hardy birds, 
Eastern Phoebes winter farther north than 
most other flycatchers and are one of the 
earliest returning migrants in spring.” – The 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Eastern Phoebe

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Eastern_Phoebe/overview


Michelle Brosius

Photos: Silo on the Connector Trail (left) and Interurban Trail Sign (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

Michelle visited the park TWICE.
I visited The Rookery on August 21st and 
28th and sighted a total of 26 species across 
the two trips.

On my first visit, I arrived at 9:46 a.m. and 
birded for two hours. Temps started out at 
a lovely 73°F and would rise to 80°F by the 
end of my visit. I was happy to run into Tom 
Fishburn in the parking lot who gave me a 
tip that a Green Heron was over by the 
wetland area of the park. Unfortunately, 
the bird will have cleared out before I made 
my way over there. 

I started with the connector trail from the 
parking lot to the Interurban Trail that runs 
the path of part of the historic electric 
interurban railway. There is an old silo on 
the way to the Interurban Trail.

26 Species



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: American Redstart at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

Just past the silo I saw a fluttering in the shrubs. I could 
hear the click clack of hiking poles on the paved trail 
behind me so I knew I didn’t have much time! However, I 
still managed to capture this somewhat fuzzy photo for 
ID purposes before the hiker scared off the bird. I have 
found as a relatively new birder it helps to have an image 
to go back and ID later, especially if the bird doesn’t stick 
around for very long. Turns out I had sighted an 
American Redstart!

I turned onto the Interurban Trail and marveled at how 
the trail looked like a tunnel through the trees. Along 
this stretch that passes the marsh I saw Shaun Missig! I 
also sighted American Goldfinch, Black-capped 
Chickadee, Northern Cardinal, Eastern Wood-Pewee, and 
a painted turtle along the Interurban Trail. 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Tunnel Through the Trees (left) and American Goldfinch (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Painted Turtle (left) and Black-capped Chickadee (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Northern Cardinal (left) and Eastern Wood-Pewee (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Autumn Meadowhawk at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

Next, I decided to check out the Woodcock Trail. Here is 
where I sighted two Cedar Waxwings perched high up in a 
dead tree at the Observation Deck. However, I mainly 
focused on dragonflies on this trail as there were many that 
were stopping to perch on the wildflowers.

In all, I sighted 13 bird species on this visit.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Autumn Meadowhawk (left) and Meadowhawk sp. (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Arrow-leaved Tearthumb at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

On August 28th I returned to The Rookery with my Uncle 
Bob, long-time birder, as I was frustrated by the lack of 
birds on my first visit and so recruited his help. I hadn’t 
spotted the target species on my previous visit and told 
him he was on a mission to find a phoebe for me. I knew 
they were there as I had heard there had been a nest on 
the covered bridge along the Interurban Trail. 

We arrived at the park at 9:07 a.m. and birded for 2 
hours and 45 minutes. The temperature had already 
reached 77°F and would rise to a balmy 85°F by the end 
of our visit. 

My uncle has a degree in Botany from Miami University 
so he often drew my attention to the plant life within the 
park, including this Arrow-leaved Tearthumb in the 
Persicaria genus. 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Juvenile Belted Kingfisher at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

We decided to take the Interurban Trail first, as I had done 
on my pervious visit, and my decision to recruit my uncle 
quickly paid off as he spotted a young Belted Kingfisher out 
on the marsh that I would have completely missed! Also 
along the stretch by the marsh were Red-winged Blackbirds
and three Indigo Bunting! We identified the Indigo Bunting 
by their calls as they were high up in the trees, but we had a 
juvenile calling to its parents and then the mated pair were 
occasionally calling nearby. An Eastern Wood-Pewee and 
Great Blue Heron were also sighted across the marsh, along 
with five Mallards. There was also an interesting-looking 
wasp nest just beyond the marsh along the trail.

ID Tip!
We can tell this Belted Kingfisher is a juvenile because the 
breast band is brown. In an adult, the breast band is bluish-
gray.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Belted Kingfisher at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Red-winged Blackbirds (male and female) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Eastern Wood-Pewee (left) and Wasp Nest (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Covered Bridge (left) and Eastern Phoebe (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

We made our way to a covered bridge 
where I had heard there was an Eastern 
Phoebe nest. I didn’t find the nest, which 
would have been empty at this point of the 
season anyway, but that’s because I was 
distracted by the Eastern Phoebes flying 
around and perching over the river!



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Eastern Phoebe at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: The Junction at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

We continued on to “The Junction” of the historic Cleveland 
& Eastern Railway, which is where three sections of the 
interurban met. According to signage at the site, one 
branched into downtown Cleveland, another branched north 
to Chardon, and then the third branched to Middlefield. The 
Junction is now memorialized with the structure pictured 
here, the roof design being a replica of the original station.

Just behind The Junction is another view of the marsh where 
we were delighted to count nine Wood Duck.

We continued to the very end of the Interurban Trail, during 
which we were excited to see a Red-eyed Vireo and a Hairy 
Woodpecker. We also saw Eastern American Jack-o’-Lantern 
(a type of fungus), a beautiful shelf fungus on a tree, and a 
dead tree that reminded me of a Great Blue Heron.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Wood Duck at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Wood Duck (left) and Eastern American Jack-o’-Lantern (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Shelf Fungus (left) and Great Blue Heron-like Dead Tree (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Piezogaster at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

Now for the bugs. Along the trail, especially around The 
Junction, I began to notice several species of insect, 
including an insect in the Piezogaster genus, a Blue-tipped 
Dancer damselfly, my first ever sighting of a Cicada, a 
Monarch Butterfly, and a Meadowhawk dragonfly.

In all, my uncle and I found 22 birds on this visit, which was 
an improvement from my first trip out to The Rookery.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Blue-tipped Dancer (left) and Cicada (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Monarch Butterfly (left) and Meadowhawk (right) at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Wood Duck at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

1. Wood Duck

2. Mallard

3. Mourning Dove

4. Great Blue Heron

5. Turkey Vulture

6. Belted Kingfisher

7. Red-bellied Woodpecker

8. Downy Woodpecker

9. Hairy Woodpecker

10. Eastern Wood-Pewee

11. Eastern Phoebe

12. Flycatcher sp.

13. Red-eyed Vireo

14. Vireo sp.

15. Blue Jay

16. Black-capped Chickadee

Bird List

17. Tufted Titmouse

18. Gray Catbird

19. American Robin

20. Cedar Waxwing

21. American Goldfinch

22. Red-winged Blackbird

23. Song Sparrow

24. Northern Cardinal

25. Indigo Bunting

26. American Redstart



Shaun Missig

Photo: House Wren at The Rookery by Shaun MIssig

Shaun visited the park THREE times!
Dates Visited:  8/8, 8/15, 8/21

The Rookery is a hidden gem seemingly in the middle of 
nowhere. Many times this can actually enhance the 
experience since the wildlife is not subjected to the same 
stresses as they would be if the park was located within city 
limits. Despite the “middle of nowhere” feeling, this park isn’t 
too far from civilization. Before this Virtual Field Trip I had 
visited this park once before, but not for birding. I was only 
familiar with its location and the main building in the back of 
the lot (Great Blue Heron Lodge), so I was anxious to get out 
and explore everything The Rookery had to offer! I started 
each trip off with a lap around the Woodcock Trail which I 
picked up from the Great Blue Heron Lodge. This trail was 
only about a half mile, but it was filled with lots of wonderful 
scenery. From the observation deck, to the forest, and the 
part of the path that led through the wildflowers, there was 
no shortage of beauty to enjoy. In the forest area the first bird 
I spotted was a House Wren. This tiny bird was perched on a 
dead tree and moved to the trunk before I could get my 
camera positioned for the shot. It practically blended right in 
with the trunk and I was lucky to get the shots I did. Wrens 
are fascinating little birds, and I always enjoy seeing them. 

16 Species



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Eastern Bluebird at The Rookery by Shaun Missig

Next I ran into a fledgling Eastern Bluebird, that was a 
little friendlier than the adult bluebirds. It really did not 
mind me taking pictures of it, and even flew a little 
closer to me at one point. Despite all the luck I was 
having so far, the mosquitoes finally found me, and 
almost took me prisoner. However, I continued my 
journey up the trail to see what else I could find.  The 
wildflower area of the path offered up many different 
bees, butterflies, and insects that were all busy gorging 
on the pollen that was available. After I completed the 
Woodcock trail, I connected to the Interurban trail.



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Eastern Phoebe at The Rookery by Shaun Missig

I started the Interurban trail by heading to the right 
of the sign and found the wetland area. This area 
would be the most productive for me and I spent 
most of my time here during each of my visits. On 
my first visit, I immediately spotted the target 
species (Eastern Phoebe) and began to take 
pictures. There were many Phoebe flying around, as 
well as, perched on downed trees and branches. I 
hit the Phoebe jackpot for sure! As much fun as I 
was having, I did search the area for other species. 
On the other side of the wetland I did find a Great 
Blue Heron who had caught a catfish and was 
attempting to eat it. At one point I think it noticed 
me and it flew to another area nearby to consume 
its meal. I also spotted many turtles sunning 
themselves on the logs within the water. 



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Eastern Phoebe (left) and Great Blue Heron (right) at The Rookery by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Green Heron at The Rookery by Shaun Missig

On my second visit (8/15), I was greeted by a Green Heron
that was perched in a tree. Normally when I see Green 
Herons, they are much lower to the water, so this was a 
pleasant surprise! It did not seem to be bothered by my 
presence and I snapped a few shots before it eventually flew 
off. This wasn’t the only surprise The Rookery had in store for 
me though. As I looked across the wetland again, this time I 
found a Sharp-shinned Hawk sitting in a tree! This bird did 
not have a care in the world, and I was able to get many 
shots from many different vantage points before it eventually 
took off and left the area. The Eastern Phoebe were again 
very prevalent in the area and I was able to get a few more 
shots of them as well.



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Sharp-shinned Cooper’s Hawk at The Rookery by Shaun Missig

Sharp-shinned vs. Cooper’s
We had discussion during the meet-up if this is a Sharp-shinned or Cooper’s. It is difficult to tell the two species apart, but WCAS Board 
Member and experienced birder, Nancy Howell, has this to say upon further investigation after the call, “I was able to enlarge the hawk photo 
and I referred to the Peterson Advanced Birding book by Kenn Kaufman. From the pictures and narrative in the book, the hawk appears to be a 
Cooper's. If you look at Shaun's photo closely you will notice the tail feathers from the center to the outer tail feathers are different lengths 
with the center ones longer and going toward the outer ones, getting progressively shorter. On a Sharpie - all of the tail feathers would be the 
same length. In addition, the banding on the Cooper's tail is broad while the banding on the Sharpie is narrow - Shaun's photo shows broad 
banding.”  



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Mourning Dove at The Rookery by Shaun Missig

My final visit (8/21) started off with a rare species I have found a few 
times before. Tom Fishburn was there and I saw him on the Woodcock 
Trail. This would prove to be a sign of good luck for me. I spotted a 
Mourning Dove and I was able to get a good shot of it. Normally I’m 
not able to get great shots of these birds, so I was happy to find this 
one hiding in a tree. I then spotted a Cedar Waxwing perched within 
some dead trees and it stayed long enough to get some shots of it. 
The wildflower area was also very busy again and the lighting was 
great too! I met back up with Tom at the wetland area and he had 
spotted some ducks off in the distance sitting on a log. We also 
spotted many phoebe along the way too. As I was leaving, I spotted 
the second rare species of my trip! Michelle Brosius was there too!  
We discussed the location, and I might’ve told her that there was a 
ton of Phoebe flying around. She picked a great target species for this 
location and hopefully she was able to capture them. 

It’s always nice to run into fellow birders on these Virtual Field Trips. It 
really gives me a sense of community and belonging that I have not 
found before. Most importantly though, we get to see the world 
through someone else’s eyes. Even if we’re there at the same time, 
we all come back with something completely different, and 
completely our own. Thank you to everyone for sharing these 
moments!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Cedar Waxwing at The Rookery by Shaun Missig

1. American Crow

2. American Goldfinch

3. House Wren

4. Gray Catbird

5. Red-winged Blackbird

6. Eastern Phoebe

7. Great Blue Heron

8. American Robin

9. Eastern Bluebird

10. Green Heron

11. Blue Jay

12. Northern Cardinal

13. Mourning Dove

14. Cedar Waxwing

15. Turkey Vulture

16. Cooper’s Hawk

Bird List



Tom Fishburn

Photo: The Silo at The Rookery by Tom Fishburn

Tom visited the park on August 21.
I visited The Rookery on the morning of Saturday, August 
21st. This was the first time ever I visited this Geauga 
County park. I walked a couple trails, but my focus was 
to get to the wetlands. Just the same I enjoyed the 
wildflowers and discovering some of the history of the 
Cleveland & Eastern Interurban Railway.

Birds I saw included Wood Ducks, American Goldfinch, 
Eastern Phoebes, one Great Blue Heron, and a hunting 
Green Heron. I heard the Green Heron as I approached 
the wetlands along the Interurban Trail. When I found it, 
it was leaning over the green duckweed covered marsh 
from a low branch. The heron was looking intent into 
the water. I waited a few minutes watching whether it 
would find something. As typical, it was still, shifting 
position just a little as it peered down looking for a 
snack. I saw it take a stab but was not sure whether it 
grabbed anything successfully. 

On the Woodcock Trail I enjoyed finding a couple 
wildflowers I usually hope to see in the summer.



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Ironweed with Wingstem in the Background (left) and The Bridge to the Wetlands (right) at The Rookery by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Cleveland & Eastern Interurban Trail Sign (left), Former Path of Electric Trollies (middle), and Green Heron (right) at The Rookery by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Green Heron at The Rookery by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Green Heron at The Rookery by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Juvenile, Male Wood Duck (left) and Eastern Phoebe (right) at The Rookery by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Great Blue Lobelia (left), Close-up of Great Blue Lobelia (middle), and Rattlesnake Master (right) at The Rookery by Tom Fishburn



Thank you!

Photo: Belted Kingfisher at The Rookery by Michelle Brosius

Shaun Missig
Tom Fishburn

&

Geauga Park District for
The Rookery!

10110 Cedar Rd, Chesterland, OH 44026

Visit wcaudubon.org for more virtual field trip 
opportunities!

http://www.wcaudubon.org/

