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Oberlin Preserve

“The Land Conservancy recently restored approximately half of the Preserve to 
native prairie, a rare habitat type that takes particular management strategies to 
remain healthy over time. With few prairie areas in the region, the property 
provides a unique glimpse at native grasses, shrubs, and pollinators. Since its initial 
restoration planting, nearly 600 native wildflower plants, more than 50 native 
trees, and 30 acres of prairie seed have been planted by corporate and community 
volunteers, as well as students from Oberlin College. Prairie species spotted this 
summer include Big bluestem, Nodding wild rye, Blazing star, Rose milkweed, 
Rattlesnake master, Prairie dock, Virginia mountain mint and Cup plant.

The Oberlin Preserve also includes additional habitat types, such as fields, 
woodlands, wet sedge meadow, and forested vernal pools. These habitats provide 
shelter, food, and nesting areas for birds, amphibians, small and large mammals 
and other wildlife. The site has been host to scientific research and biology surveys 
as far back as 1888, according to records at the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History.

An additional point of significance for the land includes its previous owners, the 
Copeland family, notable black political figures around the time of the Civil War. 
Delilah Evans Copeland and her husband, John Copeland, Sr. came to Oberlin in 
1843 to protect their children from slavery. Once in Oberlin, the Copelands were 
very active in the abolitionist movement and fugitive slave assistance network in 
the 1850s-1860s.” – Western Reserve Land Conservancy, Oberlin Preserve

Photo: Wetland Area of Oberlin Preserve’s South Woods 
by Michelle Brosius

https://www.wrlandconservancy.org/oberlinpreserve/


Target Species

Photo: Yellow-rumped Warbler at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

Spring Warblers
A warbler is a small songbird in the family 
Parulidae, most of which sport bright colors 
and interesting patterns in the spring. 
Warblers primarily feed on insects and 
depend on a warm climate where their main 
food source can thrive. They therefore 
migrate to the tropics in the winter and 
return north in the spring as temperatures 
begin to rise.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
Division of Wildlife has a wonderful booklet 
available online called Warblers of Ohio. 

https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/wildlife/backyard-wildlife/pub349%20Warblers%20of%20Ohio%20Field%20Guide.pdf


Target Species (cont.)

Photo: American Goldfinch at Rocky River Nature Center by Michelle Brosius

American Goldfinch
“This handsome little finch, the state bird of 
New Jersey, Iowa, and Washington, is 
welcome and common at feeders, where it 
takes primarily sunflower and nyjer. 
Goldfinches often flock with Pine Siskins and 
Common Redpolls. Spring males are brilliant 
yellow and shiny black with a bit of white. 
Females and all winter birds are more dull 
but identifiable by their conical bill; pointed, 
notched tail; wingbars; and lack of streaking. 
During molts they look bizarrely patchy.” – 
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology, American 
Goldfinch

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Goldfinch/overview
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/American_Goldfinch/overview


Michelle Brosius

Photo: Iris at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

Michelle visited the preserve twice!
I visited Oberlin Preserve on May 23rd and 31st. I arrived at 
10:35 a.m. on the 23rd with my two children, Leto (8 y/o) and 
Sagan (6 y/o). I usually like to start my birding adventures a 
little earlier in the morning, but Sundays are pancake days 
for us, which takes a little longer especially when you have 
kids. So with bellies full of pancakes we arrived on a sunny 
mid-morning with temps already in the 80s. We donned our 
hats and sunscreen and stepped out of the car.

The first thing about the prairie that attracted my kids were 
some purple Irises. All three of us spent some time taking 
photos of the lovely flowers. We were also thrilled to see 
three Ruby-throated Hummingbirds visiting the wildflowers, 
as well.

11 Species



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Irises at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Chimney Swift Tower (left) and Tree Swallow (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

I was delighted to see a Chimney Swift Tower, courtesy of a Girl Scout Troop; however, no Chimney Swifts were observed. Instead, 
there were several Tree Swallows buzzing around the prairie, occasionally stopping to perch on a nesting box or going inside. 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Tree Swallows at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

Black River Audubon has a huge bluebird program with over 470 nesting boxes so it is no surprise they are involved with nesting boxes 
at Oberlin Preserve. However, this particular box is occupied by a Tree Swallow this year. I didn’t happen to see any bluebirds during 
my visit.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Leto Brosius (left) and Sagan Brosius (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

We started taking the trail through the prairie that’s closest to W. Hamilton St. toward some new plantings. The kids enjoyed the fun 
items attached to some of the protective fencing. We continued our walk and Leto was just saying that he wished we would see some 
snakes when a snake zipped right across the trail. We had another one zip across the trail before our 36-minute visit was over. 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: American Robin at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

Only Sagan accompanied me during my visit on May 31st. 
This time, we were determined to make it to the South 
Woods area of the preserve. We arrived at 9:18 a.m. and 
found, to much relief, that temps were cooler than the prior 
visit. Sagan managed to explore with me for 1 hour and 46 
minutes! Well done, Sagan!

The Tree Swallows were present, once again, but our 
determination to make it to the South Woods was so great 
that I was only permitted to photograph an American Robin 
on our way through the prairie. We took the trail that cuts 
across the prairie to the east to access the Ramsey Right of 
Way Trail, and we walked all the way to Route 20! 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Northern Cardinal at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

Along the Ramsey Right of Way Trail we saw Northern 
Cardinal, Gray Catbird, and Song Sparrow. The wetland 
areas along the trail were especially interesting and we 
paused there to enjoy the painted turtles basking in the 
sun. This is also where we encountered the 
woodpeckers! Both a Red-headed Woodpecker and 
three Red-bellied Woodpeckers made an appearance.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Sagan Brosius Enjoying the South Woods (left) and Sagan Brosius Enjoying the Wetland (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Painted Turtles at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Red-headed Woodpecker at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Great Crested Flycatcher at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

Our final bird as we prepared to exit the Ramsey Right 
of Way Trail to return to the prairie was a Great Crested 
Flycatcher. We did get a good look at its yellow belly 
before it turned its back on us. 

In all, two lovely visits to Oberlin Preserve. 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Red-headed Woodpecker at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

1. Ruby-throated Hummingbird

2. Turkey Vulture

3. Red-headed Woodpecker

4. Red-bellied Woodpecker

5. Great Crested Flycatcher

6. Blue Jay

7. Tree Swallow

8. Gray Catbird

9. American Robin

10. Song Sparrow

11. Northern Cardinal

Bird List



Mary Ann & John Henderson

Photo: Ramsey Right of Way Trail at Oberlin Preserve by Michelle Brosius

Mary Ann and John visited the 
preserve on May 24.

The preserve offers 0.7 miles of accessible trails, all prairie habitat. We 
finished birding there in less than an hour. However, immediately to the 
east is the Ramsey Right of Way Trail. The 1.2 mile woodland trail runs 
from W Hamilton Street to US 20, and it was here that we found the best 
birding.

While we were on the trail we heard the angry cawing of several agitated 
crows. We could not see what had upset the crows, but we might have 
heard it! A Great Horned Owl started hooting from the same general 
direction as the crows’ caws.

42 Species

Tip!
Toilets can be found at the Oberlin Recreational Complex fields, just 

east of the Preserve and the Trail.



Mary Ann & John Henderson (cont.)

Photo: Tree Swallow at Oberlin Preserve
by Tom Fishburn

1. Canada Goose

2. Mourning Dove

3. Killdeer

4. Great Blue Heron

5. Turkey Vulture

6. Red-tailed Hawk

7. Great Horned Owl

8. Red-headed 
Woodpecker

9. Red-bellied Woodpecker

10. Downy Woodpecker

11. Northern Flicker

12. Eastern Wood-Pewee

13. Willow Flycatcher

14. Least Flycatcher

15. Eastern Kingbird

16. Warbling Vireo

Bird List

17. Red-eyed Vireo

18. Blue Jay

19. American Crow

20. Tufted Titmouse

21. Tree Swallow

22. White-breasted 
Nuthatch

23. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

24. House Wren

25. European Starling

26. Gray Catbird

27. Gray-cheeked Thrush

28. Swainson's Thrush

29. Wood Thrush

30. American Robin

31. American Goldfinch

32. Song Sparrow

33. Eastern Towhee

34. Eastern Meadowlark

35. Baltimore Oriole

36. Red-winged Blackbird

37. Brown-headed Cowbird

38. Common Yellowthroat

39. American Redstart

40. Yellow Warbler

41. Canada Warbler

42. Northern Cardinal



Nancy Howell

Photo: Chimney Swift Tower at Oberlin Preserve by Nancy Howell

Nancy visited the preserve twice!
In May I was able to visit Oberlin Preserve two times, Saturdays, May 8 and 15. Sat., May 
8, which happened to be International Migratory Bird Day, but the weather was hardly a 
May day with rain showers interspersed with sun, temps in the lower 40’s. May 15 was a 
much better day, cool in the morning but warming up nicely. The preserve was worth 
visiting both times. Oberlin Preserve is one of the many preserves of the Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy. The preserve was easy to find and has several habitats, wet 
prairie/fields, woods and shrub edge. Additionally, a City of Oberlin walking trail on the 
east side of the preserve took me all the way to Route 20. During the two visits I was 
able to tally 74 species, pretty respectable.

A Chimney Swift Tower and several bird boxes are in the field near the preserve’s parking 
lot. Not sure if the swift tower is too new as I did not see any swifts on either visit. The 
bird boxes held Tree Swallows and Eastern Bluebird. On both visits I took the trail 
through the field/prairie, the field was very wet on visit 1, but had dried out a week 
later. A part of the trail had a sign that visitors should not go beyond it. I was a little 
disappointed but obeyed the signage and continued on the field/prairie trail which took 
me to the city of Oberlin’s walking trail that is used for passive recreation. The Preserve 
is relatively new so not all of the planned trails are completed and the prairie has not 
matured. Prairies and fields are best visited in summer and early fall when plants are 
blooming and at their peak. At the back of the field/prairie during my first visit there 
were shallow pools of water in which Killdeer and Solitary Sandpiper were seen. A week 
later on my second visit, the pools were completely dry, so no shorebirds.

74 Species



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photo: Great Horned Owl at Oberlin Preserve by Nancy Howell

The city’s walking trail runs primarily through wet woodlands, 
although other habitats, such as a small wetland, shrubs, farm-land 
and even a housing development in which a cul-de-sac cuts into the 
trail, brings diversity to the area. During both visits the wooded path 
was fairly quiet, but as the temperatures rose, the bird song did as 
well. The woodland held many of the forest birds, woodpeckers, 
flycatchers, thrushes, vireos, grosbeaks, jays, titmouse, chickadee, 
and nuthatch. On the first visit, four Wild Turkey came out of the 
woods and walked well ahead of me. All were males and were very 
athletic looking with long legs and upright posture. During the 
second visit, I had another surprise - at least two juvenile Great 
Horned Owls were perched in an oak tree. They could fly as their 
wing and tail feathers were grown out, but their head and upper 
bodies still held downy feathers. I got a couple of photos with my 
phone, but the birds look like blobs in the tree. Crows were putting 
up a ruckus elsewhere in the woods, so was there another young 
bird or an adult that was being bothered?



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photos: Wetlands (left) and Prothonotary Warbler Nest Box (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Nancy Howell

The small wetland opening in the woods seemed to be one of the more active places on both visits. The wetlands are surrounded by 
oaks and there are several dead trees in the area too. Prothonotary Warbler nest boxes have been erected in the area, but no 
Prothonotary Warblers were seen or heard on either visit. What did catch my eye on the second visit were three Red-headed 
Woodpeckers chasing one another, landing on dead trees, vocalizing, drumming and being very active. So fun to watch.



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photo: Row of Painted Turtles at Oberlin Preserve by Nancy Howell

Warblers were scattered in a variety of places and habitats. Eleven 
species of warbler were noted during the 2 visits with some being 
seen only during the May 8 visit and some only seen on May 15.

The city trail continued until it reached Rt. 20. Now I could have added 
one more species, Indian Peafowl as a farm nearby must have 
peacocks since one was calling during both visits. I felt like I was in an 
old Tarzan movie. 

All in all a nice choice of field trips. I can’t wait until the field/prairie 
matures a bit and the preserve completes other trails and projects.



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photo: Red-headed Woodpeckers at Oberlin Preserve by Nancy Howell

1. Canada Goose

2. Wood Duck

3. Mallard

4. Wild Turkey

5. Mourning Dove

6. Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird

7. Killdeer

8. Spotted Sandpiper

9. Solitary Sandpiper

10. Great Blue Heron

11. Turkey Vulture

12. Cooper’s Hawk

13. Red-shouldered Hawk

14. Red-tailed Hawk

15. Great Horned Owl

16. Red-headed Woodpecker

Bird List

17. Red-bellied Woodpecker

18. Downy Woodpecker

19. Northern Flicker

20. Eastern Phoebe

21. Eastern Wood-Pewee

22. Least Flycatcher

23. Great Crested Flycatcher

24. Yellow-throated Vireo

25. Warbling Vireo

26. Red-eyed Vireo

27. Blue Jay

28. American Crow

29. Black-capped Chickadee

30. Tufted Titmouse

31. Tree Swallow

32. White-breasted Nuthatch

33. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photo: Ominous Clouds at Oberlin Preserve by 
Nancy Howell

51. White-throated Sparrow

52. Song Sparrow

53. Eastern Towhee

54. Eastern Meadowlark

55. Orchard Oriole

56. Baltimore Oriole

57. Red-winged Blackbird

58. Brown-headed Cowbird

59. Rusty Blackbird

60. Common Grackle

61. Northern Waterthrush

62. Ovenbird

63. Tennessee Warbler

64. Nashville Warbler

65. Common Yellowthroat

66. Cape May Warbler

67. Yellow Warbler

Bird List (cont.)

68. Chestnut-sided Warbler

69. Black-throated Blue 
Warbler

70. Yellow-rumped Warbler

71. Black-throated Green 
Warbler

72. Northern Cardinal

73. Rose-breasted Grosbeak

74. Indigo Bunting

34. House Wren

35. Carolina Wren

36. European Starling 

37. Gray Catbird 

38. Brown Thrasher 

39. Eastern Bluebird

40. Swainson’s Thrush

41. Wood Thrush

42. American Robin

43. House Sparrow

44. House Finch

45. Purple Finch

46. American Goldfinch

47. Chipping Sparrow

48. Field Sparrow

49. Lincoln’s Sparrow

50. White-crowned Sparrow



Shaun Missig

Photo: Female Northern Flicker at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun MIssig

Shaun visited the preserve four times!
Dates Visited:  5/1, 5/8, 5/15, 5/30

When I first arrived to the Oberlin Preserve, I was wondering if I 
was in the right place.  The parking lot was small and all I saw was 
an open field that wasn’t fully grown in but did have paths cut into 
it. After I parked, I was relieved to find a map near the parking area. 
There was a lot more to this place than I could see from the parking 
area, and I was indeed in the right place. After studying the map, I 
decided I was going to check out the wetland areas and started to 
make my way to the path. The first birds I noticed were Tree 
Swallows that were carving their way through the air and occupying 
the bird boxes that had been set up. These birds are a lot of fun to 
watch when they fly, so I didn’t mind starting my trip with about 10 
minutes of their aerial stunts. As I continued along the path, there 
wasn’t much else going on. I made my way over to a service road 
and began walking along this path instead. The first birds that 
showed up here were a couple of Northern Flicker.  I saw two 
females that were quite active and jumping around from branch to 
branch while making calls. There was no male in sight, but I did hear 
calls from a distance. Hopefully I would find the male as I made my 
way further down the trail. 

26 Species



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Female Northern Flicker at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: House Finch at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

The next point of interest was near the housing development. 
As I neared the opening a male House Finch landed in a small 
tree nearby and stuck out like a sore thumb! I continued my 
journey and made it to the wetland! Here I found many turtles 
basking in the sun on logs and fallen trees in the water. I also 
noted several Red-headed Woodpeckers hanging around a 
couple of dead trees. Sometimes they appeared to be fighting, 
and others they all got along. I had ventured past the wetland 
on this trip but did not see anything. On my way back I finally 
found the male Northern Flicker! He was hiding high up on a 
tree towards the back of the wetland, and if he wasn’t making 
calls, I probably would’ve missed him. As I continued back I saw 
many of the resident birds, including Cardinal, Blue Jay, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, Song Sparrow, and Mourning Dove.  
It wasn’t until I found my way back to the path in the field that I 
noticed 15 Turkey Vultures were now circling over parts of the 
field and the wooded areas nearby. Definitely a great way to 
end the day!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Red-headed Woodpeckers at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Red-headed Woodpecker (left) and Male Northern Flicker (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Northern Cardinal (left) and Song Sparrow (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Song Sparrows at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Spider on Flower at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

On my second trip (5/8), the landscape had already 
changed. What a difference a week made?!? The field 
had started to grow in and more flowers were blooming. 
This gave me a great excuse to use my macro lens! As I 
was walking along the service road again, I noticed a 
spider was laying in the middle of a flower and took a 
few shots. This spider didn’t have a care in the world and 
just stayed in place when I took pictures and as the 
flower swayed in the wind. The area by the housing 
development was full of life again. This time I spotted 
Baltimore Orioles in the trees, and flying in and out of 
the area. Their vibrant orange color really stood out and 
was a beautiful addition to this trip. After I made my way 
across the cul-de-sac there was a small area on the left 
that had heavy cover and water. There were many birds 
and chipmunks using this area for drinking and bathing. I 
was watching closely and then I saw a Yellow-rumped 
Warbler land on a branch. This bird was not sitting still, 
but I focused in and held the shutter button down. 
Thankfully I was able to get a few shots before it flew 
away. 



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Baltimore Oriole at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Yellow-rumped Warbler at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

At this point, I was very happy with the day and the shots 
I was able to capture. Little did I know, this trip had more 
tricks up its sleeve. As I got closer to the wetland area, I 
spotted an unfamiliar bird on the left side of the trail and 
turned my attention to it. Once I focused my camera, I 
realized that this would be my first lifer for this location. A 
male Rose-breasted Grosbeak was looking right at me and 
I was ecstatic! This bird has been on my list for quite some 
time and I was able to cross it off now! The bird was 
rather still and didn’t seem to mind me taking pictures of 
it, and it even stayed still as I walked past to continue my 
journey. I did not see a female Red-breasted Grosbeak at 
any point during any of my visits. Past the wetland area I 
encountered some Carolina Wren playing within the 
brush. A Hairy Woodpecker also made a brief appearance 
and flew off before I got a shot. On my way back up the 
path, I spotted Brown-headed Cowbird, American 
Goldfinch, Gray Catbird, and even had two Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds fly by my head. They were close enough 
that I could hear the buzzing of their wings as they flew 
by. This was a great visit and I couldn’t wait to come back 
again.

LIFER!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Eastern Pondhawk at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

The visit on 5/15 was very similar to the previous two 
with the only new species to add being a 
White-crowned Sparrow, Canada Goose, and a flyover 
from a Great Blue Heron. Again I spent the majority of 
my time near the wetland and cul-de-sac areas.

My final trip on 5/30 was one that I wasn’t sure if I was 
going to make or not. I already had a lot of pictures and 
data on the location, but I decided that I was going to 
make one last trip no matter what and started my day 
there. After I arrived, the clouds broke up and the sun 
started to shine. This was the break I had been hoping 
for since the day before was nothing but cold and 
gloomy skies. With the sun now warming everything, 
the path came to life again. This time it brought out 
many different species of Dragonflies and Damselflies. I 
have always loved the unique colors of Dragonflies and 
Damselflies since I was young, and this day really 
brought out the kid in me!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Long-tailed Skimmer at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

A dragonfly is an insect belonging to the 
order Odonata, infraorder Anisoptera (from Gr

eek ἄνισος anisos, "unequal" and 
πτερόν pteron, "wing", because the hindwing is 

broader than the forewing). Adult dragonflies 
are characterized by large, multifaceted eyes, 

two pairs of strong, transparent wings, 
sometimes with coloured patches, and an 

elongated body. Dragonflies can be mistaken for 
the related group, damselflies (Zygoptera), 

which are similar in structure, though usually 
lighter in build; however, the wings of most 
dragonflies are held flat and away from the 

body, while damselflies hold their wings folded 
at rest, along or above the abdomen. –  

Wikipedia, Dragonfly

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragonfly


Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Painted Skimmer (left) and Damselfly (sp?) (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Great Crested Flycatcher at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

 After I spent some time chasing these creatures around I made my way to the 
wetland area for a final visit. This would prove to be the best visit yet. When I 
arrived to the wetland, I spotted a bird sitting on a branch by itself. It looked like an 
Eastern Kingbird or Eastern Phoebe (based on shape and lack of color), but I was 
too far away to make that call. So, I took a few shots anyway. As always, this paid 
off! After I cropped in on the bird, lifted the shadows, and brought out some of the 
color, this turned out to be a Great Crested Flycatcher. My second lifer from Oberlin 
Preserve. After these shots, I had spotted a red bird off in the distance that I 
thought was a cardinal. As I got closer, this bird looked way too bright to be a 
cardinal, and I was correct. This was a Scarlet Tanager, and my third lifer at the 
Oberlin Preserve! The Scarlet Tanager is another bird that has been on my list to 
photograph since I started photographing nature in 2020, and I can proudly cross 
this one off the list as well. On the walk back through the wetlands, I was finally 
able to get pictures of a Hummingbird as it rested on the top of a dead tree. I 
couldn’t think of a better way to end this trip!

LIFER!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Scarlet Tanager at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

LIFER!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Red-bellied Woodpecker at Oberlin Preserve by Shaun Missig

1. Tree Swallow

2. American Robin

3. Turkey Vulture

4. Northern Flicker

5. Song Sparrow

6. Northern Cardinal

7. Red-bellied Woodpecker

8. House Finch

9. Blue Jay

10. White-breasted Nuthatch

11. Mourning Dove

12. Red-winged Blackbird

13. Carolina Wren

14. Brown-headed Cowbird

15. Baltimore Oriole

Bird List

16. Gray Catbird

17. Yellow-rumped Warbler

18. Rose-breasted Grosbeak

19. American Goldfinch

20. Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird

21. Hairy Woodpecker

22. Canada Goose

23. Great Blue Heron

24. White-crowned Sparrow

25. Scarlet Tanager 

26. Great Crested Flycatcher



Tom Fishburn

Photo: Tree Swallow at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn

I visited Oberlin Preserve on an overcast morning on May 4th. 
Parking at the West Hamilton entrance I was immediately 
impressed by the prairie field and the many busy Tree 
Swallows. But a pair of Brown-head Cowbirds soon got my 
attention too. I spotted an Eastern Bluebird fly to a distant spot 
in the field, and a House Finch, Cardinal, and Red-eyed Vireo 
along the western tree line.

Tom visited the preserve on May 4th. 



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Brown-headed Cowbird (left) and Eastern Bluebird (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: House Finch (left) and Northern Cardinal (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photo: Rose-breasted Grosbeak (right) and Red-tailed Hawk (left) at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn

After crossing over the field, I walked 
down to the South Woods. Other than 
hearing an Ovenbird there was little 
activity initially. Then I heard and saw a 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak. When I came 
to the wetlands, I heard Red-headed 
Woodpeckers and a Great Crested 
Flycatcher but could not get my eyes on 
either. But I was surprised by a 
Red-tailed Hawk that flew low out of 
the wetlands and up the trail in front of 
me and perched for a few seconds.



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Indigo Bunting, Mature Male (left) and Indigo Bunting, Immature Male (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn

Further south I came across a small flock of Indigo Buntings. Usually, I see just single buntings singing away on high perches. But this was in 
the unfortunately dark woods but fortunately at eye level. I noticed some variations that I assumed were simply differences in males and 
females. But after I got home and checked, I relearned females have entirely different colors. What I saw was a first-spring male that hatched 
in 2020.



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Eastern Towhee, Female (left) and Eastern Towhee, Male (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn

On the way back things picked up. I was especially happy when I heard the call of an Eastern Towhee. Slowly peeking around a bush I saw the female 
perched a couple feet above the ground but it didn't stay there long. It flew and I then noticed the male as well. Not long after they reappeared 
flying across the path just into the shrubbery foraging on the ground and eventually stepped out before flying up and across the street.



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Brown-headed Cowbird at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn

Back at the prairie I spent time watching the swallows. But again, a Brown-headed Cowbird got my attention when I saw it spreading its 
wings and fluffing up as it sang.



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Tree Swallows at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Black-capped Chickadee (left), Gray Catbird (middle), and Baltimore Oriole (right) at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Thank you!

Photo: Yellow Warbler at Oberlin Preserve by Tom Fishburn
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Oberlin Preserve is located at 
46785 W Hamilton St, Oberlin, OH 44074.

Visit wcaudubon.org for more virtual field trip 
opportunities!

http://www.wcaudubon.org/

