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Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve

“Extensive development along the shores of Lake Erie has all 
but eliminated the presence of sandy beaches and dunes. 
Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve, located adjacent to 
Headlands Dunes [sic] State Park, is one of the last of its kind in 
Ohio. This community is much more than just an accumulation 
of sand along a shoreline. It is a living assemblage of 
fascinating and highly specialized plants and animals occurring 
in an environment too hostile for most other organisms to 
survive.

“The most important dune developers along the Lake and 
Ashtabula County coast are switchgrass and/or beach grass. 
Switchgrass or beach grass becomes established on the upper 
beach along with annuals, such as cocklebur and sea rocket. 
These lone grass plants quickly spread into huge root-like mats. 
Sand rapidly drifts into the relatively quiet vicinity of the 
switchgrass crown, and deposition occurs. Switchgrass and 
beach grass have an adaptation shared by many dune plants, 
such as cottonwood, red osier, Canada wild-rye and sandbar 
willow. Despite an accumulation of sand around its crown, 
switchgrass or beach grass continues to grow upward through 
the sand.” – Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Headlands 
Dunes State Nature PreservePhoto: Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius

https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/headlands-dunes-state-nature-preserve


Headlands Dunes SNP (cont.)

“This legendary site is one of the best-birded sites in Ohio 
and is famous for its rarities and big fallouts of migrants. 
The rock jetty that runs out to the lighthouse is a fantastic 
observation point for conducting “sea watches” as well. 
The total Headlands list is well over 300 species—
approximately 75% of the entire Ohio bird list. Not bad for 
a 25-acre preserve!

“Spring and fall migrations bring a great diversity of 
songbirds, and sometimes in enormous numbers. Over 100 
species is possible on a good May or September day. All of 
the regularly occurring songbirds found in northeast Ohio 
can occur at Headlands every year, including all of the 
warbler species and all, or nearly all, sparrow species.” –
attributed to Lake Erie Birding Trail, quoted on Birding in 
Ohio, Headland Dunes State Nature Preserve

Photo: Lighthouse at Headland Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig

https://birding-in-ohio.com/lake-county/headlands-dunes-state-nature-preserve/


Target Species

Photos: Palm Warbler in the Spring at Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius (left) 
compared with Palm Warbler in the Fall at Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve by Tom Fishburn (right)

Fall Warblers

A warbler is a small songbird in the 
family Parulidae. Warblers primarily 
feed on insects and depend on a warm 
climate where their main food source 
can thrive. They therefore migrate to 
the tropics in the winter and return 
north in the spring as temperatures 
begin to rise. Some warblers sport 
vibrant plumage and interesting 
patterns in the spring during the 
breeding season and then fade into 
muted tones in the fall. Also, there are 
a great number of immatures in the fall 
that haven’t come into their adult 
plumage. Hence, fall warblers are often 
challenging to identify.

Nancy Howell, Board Member, WCAS, 
hosted a fall warbler identification 
program in September 2020 with guest 
presenter Ryan Jacob, Staff 
Ornithologist, Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory (BSBO). 

https://www.wcaudubon.org/news-blog/fall-warbler-identification-evening-with-ryan-jacob-black-swamp-bird-observatory-video


Michelle Brosius

Photo: Monarch Butterflies at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

Michelle visited the preserve TWICE.
I visited Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve on 
September 6th and 19th and sighted a total of 17 bird species 
across the two trips.

On my first visit, I didn’t arrive until noon and birded for a 
little over two hours. I had spent the morning kayaking (and 
birding) at Mentor Lagoons with a friend, Aimee, but am 
still nervous about taking my camera onto the water so I 
have no photos to show for that location. 

When we arrived at Headlands Dunes we decided to take 
the more eastern entrance trail into the preserve and were 
pleasantly surprised by swarms of Monarch Butterflies 
stopping here at the preserve to feed on the late-flowering 
boneset as they continue their southbound migration. 
There was even an Eastern Comma butterfly among them 
also enjoying the boneset. As we walked further into the 
preserve I got a glimpse of my first and only warbler, a 
Yellow Warbler! Unfortunately, it was still a bit early in the 
month to hope for more warblers on this trip. 

17 Species



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Comma Butterfly (left) and Yellow Warbler (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Barn Swallow at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

Next, we decided to go into the maze of trails in what I 
like to call the shrubby area, although there are trees 
there, too. We saw absolutely nothing! We stood still 
and sat still for what seemed like ages and did not see a 
single feather. We finally decided to try our luck on the 
breakwall. 

We didn’t see a wide variety of birds on the breakwall, 
but we did get really good looks at a juvenile Barn 
Swallow who posed for us. Juveniles are dark above, not 
as blue as mature individuals, and their cinnamon-
colored forehead and throat are a bit paler. Also, 
juveniles have yet to develop the deep fork in their tail, 
although the tail is still very long. The swallow sat for so 
long I was able to snap over 100 photos of the bird and I 
believe we even had to walk away. 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Barn Swallow at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Sanderling at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

We then decided to check out the beach and were 
absolutely delighted to see four juvenile Sanderlings
scurrying along the shore and among the marooned corpses 
of sheepshead from a natural mass die-off. Also spotted on 
the beach were Ring-billed and Herring Gull, as well as 
Turkey Vulture.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Sanderlings at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Ring-billed Gull at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Juvenile Herring Gull (left) and Ring-billed Gull (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Yellow-rumped Warbler at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

I was on my own for my second visit to the preserve on 
September 19th. I arrived earlier in the day than last 
time, at 9:20 a.m., in hopes of sighting more birds. This 
time I cut over to a more wooded path that seemed to 
lead up to a fence and then back to an area that was off 
limits, but a nice stretch of trail in between. I heard a 
Carolina Wren in this area, but did not see it. Here is 
where I saw the only other warbler at Headlands Dunes 
in September: the Yellow-rumped Warbler. I had hoped 
there would be more warblers at this location by the 
19th, but it was not meant to be. I actually didn’t realize I 
had seen a warbler until I was home reviewing my 
photos. This bird was high up in the trees, which is 
typical of warblers, and the sun was in my eyes so I had 
difficulty seeing the bird. I didn’t see the yellow or even 
get a good look at the beak so I honestly thought it was a 
House Finch with that striped breast. Needless to say, I 
was pleasantly surprised to find I had photographed a 
warbler.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Gray Catbird at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

I made my way to the “shrubby area” and had very little luck 
finding birds. I decided to spend some time being still in 
hopes of encouraging birds to come back into the area. I 
therefore perched myself on a pile of driftwood that was up 
on a hill that brought me level to the top of a nearby shrub 
producing juicy red berries. iNaturalist puts this shrub in the 
hollies genus. After a few minutes of being still and waiting, 
a Gray Catbird suddenly showed itself within the holly 
feeding on the berries.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Gray Catbird at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Sanderlings at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

I decided to head over to the beach for the Sanderlings that I 
had heard were not only continuing to be present but 
growing in numbers over the month, and sure enough, there 
was a massive flock of them running up and down the 
shoreline, probing for invertebrates. I started at one end of 
the shoreline within the preserve and walked the entire 
length, counting exactly 160 individuals with four Ruddy 
Turnstones in the mix. The Ruddy Turnstones were keeping 
near each other in the middle of the “grain” of Sanderlings. A 
“grain” is the word used to describe a group of these birds.

Sanderlings breed in the Arctic tundra and then migrate 
primarily through the Great Lakes and Great Plains regions to 
their wintering grounds, which include both temperate and 
tropical sandy coastal beaches south of the Arctic.



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Sanderlings at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Sanderlings at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photos: Ruddy Turnstones at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Spotted Sandpiper at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

I was two hours into my visit when I decided it was time to 
wrap things up. I said goodbye to the Sanderlings and 
decided to go back via the breakwall. Here, I saw a lone 
Spotted Sandpiper scurrying ahead of me. I tracked this bird 
up the entire length of the breakwall until it took flight and 
backtracked to the other side of me and started scurrying 
along the breakwall in the direction from which we just 
came. I was exhausted at this point but I wasn’t sure if I had 
a decent photo as I couldn’t ever get near the bird. I 
therefore imagine I sighed deeply before continuing to track 
the bird who was now leading me away from the exit. After 
walking the length of the breakwall back to my starting point 
I decided I had enough photos and hopefully one of the 
shots will be good enough to share. 



Michelle Brosius (cont.)

Photo: Barn Swallow at Headlands Dunes SNP by Michelle Brosius

1. Canada Goose

2. Ruddy Turnstone

3. Sanderling

4. Spotted Sandpiper

5. Ring-billed Gull

6. Herring Gull

7. Turkey Vulture

8. Double-crested Cormorant

9. Blue Jay

10. Carolina Wren

11. Gray Catbird

12. Sparrow (sp.)

13. Barn Swallow

14. Cedar Waxwing

15. Yellow Warbler

16. Yellow-rumped Warbler

17. Northern Cardinal

Bird List



Al Rand

Photo: Gulls at Headlands Dunes SNP by Al Rand

Al visited the preserve THREE times!
Headlands Dunes is one of my favorite places to visit for 
shorebirds and to lake-watch. This was a great location for this 
month since numerous shorebirds are migrating through the 
area. We also got lucky with some bad weather days that made 
conditions favorable for jaegers, but I didn't see any. It's 
proximity to Mentor Marsh, Mentor Lagoons and Fairport 
Nursery Rd makes for a nice day-trip. I made three trips during 
the month; September 6th, 17th, and 25th. The first day yielded 
the most shorebird species, the second day yielded the most 
warbler species and the third day was a nice walk on the beach. 
Early mornings and later afternoons seem to be the best, but 
anything can show up at any time there. Being public, one 
needs to share the area with beachcombers who like to walk 
through the birds and in front of your camera. Although not 
encouraged, there are off-leash dogs that scare away the birds 
too. 

47 Species



Al Rand (cont.)

Photo: Stilt Sandpiper at Headlands Dunes SNP by Al Rand

Being new to photography, this was my first opportunity to get 
good looks at many of the shorebirds. It's amazing to think of 
the distances they cover during migration. Some breed in the 
Arctic tundra and winter in South America. Their time spent on 
the shores of Lake Erie is used to refuel before heading further 
south. Two of these birds are the Stilt Sandpiper and Baird's 
Sandpiper. Both were present on the 6th, which was pretty 
awesome to me.



Al Rand (cont.)

Photos: Baird’s Sandpiper (left) and Ruddy Turnstone (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Al Rand



Al Rand (cont.)

Photo: Sanderling at Headlands Dunes SNP by Al Rand

In addition to all the shorebirds and gulls, hundreds of dead 
fish, mostly Freshwater Drum (Sheepshead) had washed up 
onto the beach. This drew in dozens of Turkey Vultures and 
other raptors keen on finding an easy meal, either from the 
lake or from the air. One spectacular moment was when a 
Peregrine Falcon shot in out of nowhere and set off 
pandemonium of epic proportions. The thousand or so gulls 
scattered in every direction as did some of the shorebirds. The 
falcon made chase of a Sanderling that it managed to isolate 
from the flock. You'd think the falcon had the advantage, but 
that Sanderling somehow out-maneuvered it and got away. I 
witnessed the drama through my binoculars only.



Al Rand (cont.)

Photo: Sanderling with Dead Sheepshead at Headlands Dunes SNP 
by Michelle Brosius

As for all the dead fish, the die-off was caused by hypoxic (little to no 
Oxygen) water conditions that suffocated them. In speaking with 
locals and referencing literature, the changing weather conditions in 
September will cause the lake to churn when the winds change 
directions. Throughout summer, the lake stratifies with the most 
oxygenated water being near the top, less Oxygen in the middle layer 
and low Oxygen conditions in the lowest layer. When the water 
churns, the low-oxygen water is brought up and creates hazardous 
conditions for the fish. Sheepshead will hunt near-shore and are the 
most affected because they need highly oxygenated water. Locals 
reported that this happens every year. Although morbid, it's a good 
opportunity to get a good look at the fish close up. Park workers will 
get around to cleaning them up, but they deposit the carcasses in the 
dunes to provide nutrients to the very specialized ecosystem. The 
smell can get pretty bad at times, but luckily it's usually windy there 
on the beach. I tallied 47 species overall during my visits.



Al Rand (cont.)

Photos: Sunset (left) and Gray-cheeked Thrush (right) at Headlands Dunes SNP by Al Rand



Al Rand (cont.)

Photo: Least Flycatcher at Headlands Dunes SNP by Al Rand

1. Chimney Swift

2. Semipalmated Sandpiper

3. Ruddy Turnstone

4. Stilt Sandpiper

5. Sanderling

6. Baird's Sandpiper

7. Ring-billed Gull

8. Herring Gull

9. Lesser Black-backed Gull

10. Great Black-backed Gull

11. Double-crested Cormorant

12. Great Blue Heron

13. Turkey Vulture

14. Bald Eagle

15. Peregrine Falcon

16. Belted Kingfisher

Bird List

17. Red-bellied 
Woodpecker

18. Downy Woodpecker

19. Hairy Woodpecker

20. Northern Flicker

21. Eastern Wood-Pewee

22. Least Flycatcher

23. Philadelphia Vireo

24. Warbling Vireo

25. Red-eyed Vireo

26. Blue Jay

27. Tufted Titmouse

28. Ruby-crowned Kinglet

29. Golden-crowned 
Kinglet

30. White-breasted 
Nuthatch

31. Carolina Wren



Al Rand (cont.)

Photo: Blackpoll Warbler at Headlands Dunes SNP by Al Rand

Bird List (cont.)

32. Gray Catbird

33. Gray-cheeked Thrush

34. Swainsin's Thrush

35. Song Sparrow

36. Black-and-White 
Warbler

37. Nashville Warbler

38. Common Yellowthroat

39. American Redstart

40. Magnolia Warbler

41. Blackburnian Warbler

42. Yellow Warbler

43. Blackpoll Warbler

44. Palm Warbler

45. Yellow-rumped
Warbler

46. Wilson's Warbler

47. Northern Cardinal



Lisa Gerbec

Photo: Yellow Warbler at Headlands Dunes SNP by Lisa Gerbec

Lisa visited the preserve on September 26!
I visited Headland Dunes State Nature Preserve only once, 
on Sunday, September 26. The weather was beautiful while 
I was there, 57-66 degrees and windy. I took the trail 
headed straight towards the lake. I walked along the beach 
hoping to see some shorebirds, but only saw gulls and 
Double-crested Cormorants. I noticed a juvenile Bald Eagle 
soaring above the harbor to the east. I hit the jackpot along 
the eastern edge of the preserve. I came upon a large 
mixed flock of warblers and kinglets with at least eleven 
different species in one small area. It was fantastic! I should 
have brought a chair. I would have loved to sit there all day 
watching them feed. I took photos until my arms were 
tired. The Monarchs were also everywhere. I saw more 
than 50 resting, flying, and feeding along the trails. It was 
the perfect way to spend an early autumn day.

24 Species



Lisa Gerbec (cont.)

Photos: Common Yellowthroat (left) and Wilson’s Warbler (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Lisa Gerbec



Lisa Gerbec (cont.)

Photos: Black-and-white Warbler (left) and American Redstart (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Lisa Gerbec



Lisa Gerbec (cont.)

Photos: Black-throated Blue Warbler (left) and Yellow-rumped Warbler (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Lisa Gerbec



Lisa Gerbec (cont.)

Photos: Black-throated Green Warbler (left) and Golden-crowned Kinglet (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Lisa Gerbec



Lisa Gerbec (cont.)

Photos: Blackpoll Warbler (left) and Monarch on Boneset (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Lisa Gerbec



Lisa Gerbec (cont.)

Photo: Magnolia Warbler at Headland Dunes SNP by Lisa Gerbec

1. Ring-billed Gull

2. Herring Gull

3. Double-crested Cormorant

4. Turkey Vulture

5. Bald Eagle

6. Red-bellied Woodpecker

7. Northern Flicker

8. Blue Jay

9. Tufted Titmouse

10. Golden-crowned Kinglet

11. White-breasted Nuthatch

12. Carolina Wren

13. Gray Catbird

14. Black-and-white Warbler

15. Common Yellowthroat

16. American Redstart

Bird List

17. Magnolia Warbler

18. Yellow Warbler

19. Blackpoll Warbler

20. Black-throated Blue 
Warbler

21. Yellow-rumped
Warbler

22. Black-throated Green 
Warbler

23. Wilson’s Warbler

24. Northern Cardinal



Shaun Missig

Photo: Osprey in Flight at Headlands Dunes SNP by Shaun MIssig

Shaun visited the park THREE times!
Dates Visited:  9/5, 9/12, 9/18

My first visit was on 9/5. The first thing I noticed while 
walking up the path towards the lighthouse was a 
gathering of Monarch Butterflies gathered amongst 
the trees on the side of the path. The clusters of 
butterflies were not as big as I have seen during 
previous migrations, but there were still quite a few 
there. It made for a nice start to the trip. Once I finally 
made it to the end of the path I was on the main part 
of the beach. Ahead of me was the lighthouse, and I 
had Lake Erie on both sides of me. To my right I saw a 
break wall with many birds standing on it. Most of 
these birds were gulls, but I did see some cormorants
and an Osprey made an appearance as well. I 
attempted to get shots of the gulls, but they were just 
a little too far out of my reach for anything of a 
recognizable picture. I did happen to catch 1 gull 
chasing the Osprey in the air and coming close to 
attacking it. 

16 Species



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Lighthouse (left) and Monarch Butterfly (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Gull Chasing an Osprey (left) and Gull in Flight (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Ring-billed Gull (left) and Double-crested Cormorant (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Sunset at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig

After this, I turned my attention to the Lighthouse. As I 
walked closer to the lighthouse, my nose alerted me to 
an unfortunate fish kill all along the beach. I later found 
out that this was not an isolated incident and affected 
much of the eastern Ohio coastline of Lake Erie. 
Thankfully the day was perfect and it provided a great 
distraction while getting pictures of the Lighthouse. I 
closed out this visit by walking the beach and sitting on 
some driftwood waiting for the sun to set. While sitting 
on the driftwood, I was able to capture a good sized 
flock of Sanderling as they were investigating the beach.  
Closer to sunset, the gulls (Ring-billed and Herring) 
went into a frenzy and seemed to become aggressive as 
they were picking at the dead fish on the beach. As they 
were causing commotion, I saw the Osprey in the corner 
of my eye. I drew my attention to the Osprey and saw 
that it had a fish in its talons. At first I thought it had 
grabbed one from the beach, but after I looked at the 
picture, I saw that the Osprey grabbed a fresh Perch 
from the lake itself. I watched the sun set, and I realized 
that this was the first sunset I had seen all year. A fitting 
end for my first trip!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: The Lighthouse at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Ring-billed Gulls at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Sanderling by Dead Fish at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Osprey with Perch (left) and Sunset (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Black-and-white Warbler at Headlands Dunes SNP by Shaun Missig

For my visit on 9/12, I decided to arrive earlier in the morning 
instead of the evening. This would prove to be a great strategy for 
seeing more of a variety of birds. I walked along the same path 
and I was instantly greeted by a Northern Cardinal. It didn’t stay 
long, but its presence was known. I also heard the cries of a Gray 
Catbird, and Blue Jays in the distance squawking away at 
something. I unfortunately never found out what they were so 
vocal about, but they did make their way into the area. I also had 
a Ruby-throated Hummingbird buzz by my head on its way to 
some flowers in the distance. I tried and tried but was unable to 
get a shot before it flew away. I continued up the trail and took 
my first available right. This short offshoot of the trail put me next 
to a small bit of beach by the channel leading in from the lake. 
Here there was a large pile of driftwood collecting in the corner 
and many animals made use of this. Cardinals and Blue Jays were 
the most common, but I wanted to stick it out there for a little bit 
in hopes of seeing a warbler or other species of bird. My patience 
paid off! I spotted a Black-and-white Warbler and was lucky 
enough to get shots of it! Now that I had that shot, I was ready to 
move on. I made my way back to the beach for more shots of the 
lighthouse and gulls. There weren’t as many gulls or Sanderlings 
during this time. I did have flyovers from Cormorants and a few 
Turkey Vultures were circling above the tree line as well.



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Ruddy Turnstones at Headlands Dunes SNP by Shaun Missig

My final visit on 9/18 was in the evening again, and my dad was able 
to join me for this trip. We were instantly greeted by a small flock of 
birds that quickly took off into the higher treetops near the parking 
area. As I got closer to them, there was one that stayed in view long 
enough to snap a few shots.  This was a Northern Flicker, and it was a 
great start to the night. We continued along the same path that I had 
been on the past 2 visits. Our first stop was that small beach area 
with the pile of driftwood. During this visit, that area was unusually 
quiet. After even more photos of the lighthouse, I turned my focus to 
the gulls and shorebirds once again. This time I happened to find a 
few Ruddy Turnstones mixed within the Sanderling. I was happy to 
see some variety in shorebirds, and they seemed to get along for the 
most part. I also noticed that the Sanderling were greater in number 
as well. At several points, the whole flock of Sanderling was flying 
along the water and I was in awe of their synchronized movements. 
The sunset was beautiful and a wonderful end to the night.

Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve is a beautiful location that I 
will return to many times throughout the coming months. I just 
might have an obsession with that lighthouse and it looks stunning 
in winter! This was a great location for September’s Virtual Field 
Trip!



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photos: Sanderling (left) and Shorebird Flock (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig



Shaun Missig (cont.)

Photo: Sanderlings at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Shaun Missig

1. Ring-billed Gull

2. Herring Gull

3. Monarch Butterfly

4. Double-crested Cormorant

5. Osprey

6. Sanderling

7. Northern Cardinal

8. Gray Catbird

9. Blue Jay

10. Mallard Duck

11. Ruby-throated Hummingbird

12. Turkey Vulture

13. Black-and-white Warbler 

14. Northern Flicker

15. Ruddy Turnstone

16. Canada Geese

Species List



Nancy Howell

Photo: Wild Shore of Lake Erie at Headlands Dunes SNP by Nancy Howell

Nancy visited the park on September 28.
Nothing like waiting until the last couple of days of September to visit 
Headland Dunes State Nature Preserve for the virtual field trip this 
month. I don’t know where the time or the other days of the month 
have gone, but at least I was able to make it out one time, Tuesday, 
September 28.

The day started off overcast and threatening rain, but the weather app 
just showed clouds then clearing later in the morning … which it did! It 
was windy however, but that apparently did not stop the birds as it was 
a good migrant morning. Several habitats are found at this Nature 
Preserve - the Lake Erie beach and shoreline, the dunes with its plants 
adapted for harsh conditions, shrubs, and forests. Migrating birds were 
in good supply as I walked the shrub and wooded areas not far from the 
parking lot. Fewer birds were found along the beach and in the dunes. 
In all, 41 species were tallied.

41 Species



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photos: One of Several Sanderling (left) by Nancy Howell and Turkey Vulture (right) by Tom Fishburn at 
Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve

It was slow birding initially then I hit a pocket of 
birds and could barely look at them all before 
they moved on. Again, slow birding and again 
another busy pocket of birds. That is the way it 
seemed all morning. The beach had hard waves 
hitting which may have been one reason why so 
few shorebirds. I did manage to come across 
Sanderlings running back and forth as the waves 
crashed in. Turkey Vultures also were on the 
shore, where they may have been picking at the 
dead, dried-up fish. Sure were lots of dried fish 
carcasses and skeletons. Turkey Vultures were 
also hang-gliding along the shore often with 20 
or more birds in the air at once. They just faced 
into the wind and hung there. Superb! Gulls also 
patrolled the skies and parts of the beach with 
Ring-billed Gulls outnumbering Herring Gulls. 
Double-crested Cormorants and Canada Geese 
were fly-bys. Bald Eagles, adult and immature 
birds, were spotted occasionally in the air along 
the lake.



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photo: Gull Feather on the Beach at Headlands Dunes SNP by Nancy Howell

In the shrub and wooded areas the wind was not quite as strong, 
but I did count more “flying leaf birds” as the cottonwood leaves 
blew by. Where to begin on the birds? A good variety of fall 
migrants arrived. Warblers were the “target species” for the 
month and they will be noted later in the paragraph as well as in 
the list of species. Besides warblers other migrants included 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, many Northern Flicker, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets, with golden-
crowns outnumbering the ruby’s 5 to 1. Additionally, Brown 
Creeper, Brown Thrasher, Swainson’s Thrush, Dark-eyed Junco, 
and lots of White-throated Sparrows. The warblers included; 
Black-and-white, Tennessee, Nashville, American Redstart, 
Magnolia, Blackburnian, Blackpoll, Black-throated Blue and many 
Yellow-rumped.

Let’s not forget the more common, local species, such as 
Mourning Dove, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Red-bellied and 
Downy Woodpeckers, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, 
Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, Gray 
Catbird, American Goldfinch, Song Sparrow, and Northern 
Cardinal.



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photos: Footprints in the sand… but who? (left) and Leave only footprints – Turkey Vulture (right) at Headlands Dunes SNP by Nancy Howell



Nancy Howell (cont.)

Photo: The Circle of Life: Driftwood, Dead gull, and Dead Fish at 
Headlands Dunes SNP by Nancy Howell

1. Canada Goose

2. Mourning Dove

3. Sanderling

4. Ring-billed Gull

5. Herring Gull

6. Double-crested 
Cormorant

7. Turkey Vulture

8. Cooper’s Hawk

9. Bald Eagle

10. Red-tailed Hawk

11. Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker

12. Red-bellied 
Woodpecker

13. Downy Woodpecker

14. Northern Flicker

15. Blue-headed Vireo

Species List

16. Red-eyed Vireo

17. Blue Jay

18. American Crow

19. Tufted Titmouse

20. Ruby-crowned Kinglet

21. Golden-crowned Kinglet

22. White-breasted 
Nuthatch 

23. Brown Creeper

24. Carolina Wren

25. Gray Catbird

26. Brown Thrasher

27. Swainson’s Thrush

28. American Goldfinch

29. Dark-eyed Junco

30. White-throated 
Sparrow

31. Song Sparrow

32. Black-and-white 
Warbler

33. Tennessee Warbler

34. Nashville Warbler

35. American Redstart

36. Magnolia Warbler

37. Blackburnian
Warbler

38. Blackpoll Warbler

39. Black-throated Blue 
Warbler

40. Yellow-rumped
Warbler

41. Northern Cardinal



Tom Fishburn

Photo: Sanderling at Headlands Dunes SNP by Tom Fishburn

Tom visited the park FOUR times!
Mentor is a good choice for birding anytime throughout 
the year. I don't get there often enough. So, September 
was a welcome month for me to visit. I went four times, 
all in the early morning. Unfortunately, I did not choose 
the best days and missed several of the birds I had heard 
were reported.

My best day was my first visit early in the month on the 
2nd. This apparently was a good year for Sanderlings as I 
saw many reports from many places along the Lake Erie 
shore.

The warblers were few on the days I visited. The best 
was a male Black-throated Blue which I only got a quick 
look at on the 29th. Both Ruby-crowned and Golden-
crowned Kinglets were passing through late in the 
month.

Beside spending most of my time at the dunes, I also 
visited the Wake Robin Boardwalk and the lagoons area.



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Cedar Waxwing (left), Song Sparrow (middle), and Eastern Wood-Pewee (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Least Sandpiper (left) and Spotted Sandpiper (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Sanderlings at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Semipalmated Plover at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Juvenile Herring Gull (left) and Mature Herring Gull (right) at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Tom Fishburn

Cool Fact!
It takes four years for a Herring Gull to become an adult.



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Marsh Wren at Mentor Lagoons by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Great Blue Heron with Fog Lifting from Mentor Lagoons (left) and Yellow-rumped Warbler Along the Wake Robin Boardwalk (right) 
by Tom Fishburn



Tom Fishburn (cont.)

Photos: Juvenile Bald Eagle at Mentor Marsh by Tom Fishburn



Thank you!

Photo: Sanderling at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve by Michelle Brosius

Al Rand
Lisa Gerbec
Shaun Missig
Nancy Howell
Tom Fishburn
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources for
Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve!

9601 Headlands Rd., Mentor, OH 44060

Visit wcaudubon.org for more virtual field trip 
opportunities!

http://www.wcaudubon.org/

