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CHRISTMAS  BIRD COUNT 2021: BIRDS - THE BEST GIFT EVER!
By Nancy Howell, Board Member, WCAS

The Christmas Bird Count this year, sponsored by Western Cuyahoga Audubon, will take place on
Sunday, December 26, 2021. Join birders and friends in our Count Circle, called the Lakewood
Circle. With COVID still in our midst, precautions take precedence, but being out birding in winter
collecting data as part of National Audubon’s “citizen science” program can’t be beat.

The 2021 count will have a pre and post Count Day event, held virtually, to get you excited about
the event as well as to wrap up everyone’s hard work. It will be fun and exciting.

❖ A virtual pre-Christmas Bird Count Kickoff on Monday, December 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. The
Count Circle area will be discussed, we’ll fill in areas that need coverage within the Count
Circle, participants will have the opportunity to sign-up for areas, and have some Bird ID
review of the more challenging species that may be encountered. This is an invitation to new
CBC birders as well as seasoned CBC participants. Attending the kickoff will get you excited
about the day!

❖ The Christmas Bird Count itself on Sunday, December 26, 2021 All Day- NOT virtual but out
watching and tallying birds. It is the REAL DEAL!

❖ A virtual post-Christmas Bird Count Wrap-Up on Monday, January 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. We
encourage participants to discuss what was sighted, share stories of the day, share
photographs, and we’ll get our complete list of species tallied all in the comfort of your
home. Grab some dessert, a favorite beverage, log in and enjoy.

Not familiar with the Christmas Bird Count? On Count Day, Sunday, December 26, 2021 small
groups or individuals go out part or all of the day to an assigned location within the Count Circle -
called the Lakewood Circle. The Circle covers much of the western lakefront, into Lorain Co. (Avon
Lake, Avon, and North Ridgeville), south to the northern border of Strongsville (Ohio Turnpike is a
good boundary reference), and east to Brooklyn and some of Parma Hts. The Christmas Bird
Count-Lakewood Circle Map 2021 shows locations that are covered as well as those that need
coverage. Explore our Audubon Christmas Bird Count Lakewood Circle reports at our Scribd library
to learn more.

This year, hit some of the greenspaces near your home. Take a walk in a nearby park, cemetery, or
around your neighborhood as long as it is within the Count Circle. Don’t want to walk? Driving
routes, stopping and counting species at various points, may be done OR keeping track of species
coming to your feeder! Novice birders or experts, families and friends, individuals or groups,
everyone’s participation is appreciated. Don’t forget, we at WCAS want all participants to be safe
and practice COVID-19 precautions. (Continued, page 2…)
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and asphalt trails. Check out the Chagrin River Park trail map for parking, restrooms, and trail conditions. Park hours: 6:00
a.m. – 11:00 p.m. REGISTER

Dates: December 1-31, 2021. Location: Cleveland Metroparks Euclid Creek Reservation, 850 Euclid Creek Parkway,
Cleveland, OH 44121. Featured Bird Species: Mergansers (Common, Hooded, Red-breasted) and Belted Kingfisher. Virtual
Meetup: Wednesday, January 12, 2022, 7:00 p.m. Notes: Let’s explore Euclid Creek for river-dwelling birds who join us or
stay for the winter! It may be better to visit the location earlier in the month before the river freezes. See the Euclid Creek
Reservation trail map for parking, restrooms, and trails. Park hours: 6:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. REGISTER

Dates: January 1-31, 2022. Location: Cleveland Metroparks West Creek Reservation, 2277 W. Ridgewood Drive, Parma,
Ohio 44134. Featured Bird Species: Hawks (Red-tailed, Red-shouldered) and Eastern Bluebird. Virtual Meetup:
Wednesday, February 9, 2022, 7:00 p.m. Notes: It is easier to spot hawks (and all birds, really) when the trees have
dropped their leaves! Also be sure to check the skies for these soaring birds of prey. Less daylight means they will be more
aggressively hunting. Bluebirds should pop against the winter’s brown and white scenery. Review the West Creek
Reservation trail map for parking, restrooms, and trails. Park hours: 6:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. REGISTER

Virtual Field Trip Report, June – August 2021

By Michelle Brosius, WCAS Board Member & Field Trip Coordinator

The Virtual Field Trip series is an option for engaging with nature and community while adhering to social distancing guidelines

necessitated by COVID-19. Participants in the program independently visit a pre-selected location throughout a given month

and then report back with bird lists, journaling, and photographs from their visit. These items are then compiled into a

scrapbook that is shared during a virtual meetup the second Wednesday following the field trip month.

★ The June Virtual Field Trip location was the Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Over the course of the month, seven

participants searched the park for Scarlet Tanager, Orioles (both Baltimore and Orchard), and Wood Duck. Many

sites were visited and the top recommendations from participants include Beaver Marsh, Station Road Railroad,

Station Road Towpath Trail, and Virginia Kendall Lake. Mary Ann and John Henderson visited Kendall Lake and

provided a tip for eBirders that Kendall Lake has two hotspots, one for the lake and one for the meadow behind the

lake. Congratulations to Shaun Missig on his Cerulean Warbler lifer and to Al Rand for seeing his first

Yellow-breasted Chat in county! MEETUP RECORDING & SCRAPBOOK

★ The July Virtual Field Trip took place at Kopf Family Reservation in Avon Lake, which comprises 170 acres of

woodlands, in search of Eastern Wood-Pewee and Red-headed Woodpecker. We had five participants visit the

reservation. The connector trail from the public library to the reservation takes you right past the high school’s

football stadium, which is where I personally had the best luck finding a variety of birds. Eastern Kingbird, Eastern

Bluebird, Red-headed Woodpecker, American Robin, House Finch, and even a Chipping Sparrow at one point

perched on the chain link fence surrounding the stadium. I spotted a Red-tailed Hawk nest with two adults tending

the nest in the vicinity. It seemed a little late for nesting and yet there they were, bringing in twigs. The Eastern

Wood-Pewee was seen or heard by almost everyone, as well as the Red-eyed Vireo. Eastern Wood-Pewees have a

distinctive call that is unmistakable out in the field once you know it; they say their name: pee-a-wee. MEETUP

RECORDING & SCRAPBOOK

★ August Virtual Field Trip participants visited The Rookery in Chesterland in search of the Eastern Phoebe, which

was sighted by all. The Rookery has an interesting history: it was once the site of the old Interurban Railroad

Junction which connected Cleveland to Chardon and Middlefield. I snapped a photo of a juvenile Belted Kingfisher.

You can ID a juvenile by the brown or rusty breast band which will become bluish-gray as the bird matures. Tom

Fishburn snapped some photos of a Green Heron and focused his camera on a variety of wildflowers in the area.

Ironweed, Wingstem, and Great Blue Lobelia were showing lovely colors in August. MEETUP RECORDING &

SCRAPBOOK

Thank you Nancy Howell, Al Rand, Mary Ann and John Henderson, Lisa Gerbec, Shaun Missig, and Tom Fishburn for

participating and contributing gorgeous photos and interesting stories. I invite you to watch the recordings and explore the

scrapbooks. Check out future field trips by visiting wcaudubon.org and clicking on the Field Trips tile on the home page.
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PROJECTS
Bluebird Box Season 2021 Wrap-up
By Kurt Miske, Board Member, WCAS

The inaugural breeding season for the WCAS Lewis Road
Riding Ring Bluebird boxes has ended, and we are calling it a
success! The 5 boxes that we installed last March produced a
total of 8 new bluebirds and 10 new tree swallows. We did
not allow any house sparrows to use the boxes to reproduce.
Not bad for Year 1! Note: Results will also be filed with
Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s nest monitoring citizen science
program, ‘Nest Watch’. The monitoring team, which checked
on the boxes twice per week and provided necessary
maintenance during the season consisted of Lisa Gerbec,
George Coleman and Jess Kowalski. Success would not have
been possible without them! The now-vacant and cleaned
boxes will over-winter in place. They will be checked in late
February/early March, cleaned and repaired (if necessary) to
be ready for the bluebird’s and tree swallow’s return in
mid-March. Expansion of the program has been mentioned.
While the Lewis Road site cannot be expanded, WCAS is
willing to consider other locations if one is brought to our
attention. Project interest and availability of funds dictates
the future of the program. If you would like to volunteer
and/or donate to the project, contact Kurt Miske. To train as
a monitor, also, contact Kurt at kurtsacct@sbcglobal.net.
WCAS would like to thank the Cleveland Metroparks, Jean E.
Miske Memorial Fund for funding the project, and everyone
who donated time and funds to the project. Make a donation
to the Jean E. Miske Memorial Fund here.

Photos: (top) Boxes #2 and #3, awaiting spring. The yellow flowers in the
background are bearded beggarticks. Photo by George Coleman.; (right)
Courtesy of Tim Jasinski, Wildlife Rehabilitation Specialist, Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd, Bay Village, OH 44140.

Dangers of Improperly Discarded Fishing
Line
By Amanda Sebrosky, Member, WCAS
Discarded fishing line poses a danger to humans, machinery,
pets and wildlife. Results can be deadly if your dog or cat

happens to eat an animal that is
tangled in fishing line or has
ingested it, particularly if a hook is
still attached. Humans can step on
hooks, requiring surgical removal.
Weed whackers can require
unnecessary maintenance if the
line tangles the rotor and boats can
suffer damage if old fishing line is
caught between the boat’s
propellers. Wildlife, however, bears
the brunt of fishing line that has
been irresponsibly discarded.
According to Coastal Breeze News,
fishing line filaments, with or
without hooks, that have been
discarded along beaches and
waterways are the leading cause of
wildlife entanglement. National
Audubon Society estimates one
million shorebirds die every year as
a result of marine debris with over
300,000 of those deaths attributed
to discarded fishing lines and
hooks. Discarded lines are
dangerous to wildlife in many ways.

Lines wrapped around a tree limb can trap a bird like a snare.
Lines that have been used in nesting can trap a fledgling if
the line gets wound around a leg or wing. Entanglement in
lines can lead to choking or cut-off circulation causing a limb
to die and rot away. Animals that eat line can eventually
starve to death. Hooks can lacerate throats or beaks.

Always discard fishing line in appropriate containers and
pick-up any discarded fishing line you see. Encourage your
city and parks to install collection bins for fishing line. Just as
award-winning Cleveland Metroparks has done, Bay Village
Service Department will be implementing this program in
Walker Park starting the next fishing season.

If you find an animal that is tangled in fishing line or is
hooked, DO NOT attempt to remove it yourself. Immediately
take the animal to the nearest rehabilitation facility such as
Lake Erie Nature and Science Center in Bay Village, OH. The
wildlife you save will enrich our world and be there for all of
us to enjoy. A list of tips on how you can help can be found
at the article.
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